
Memorandum 
 
 
To:  MoVIP Site Facilitators 
 
From:  Curt Fuchs, Director of Virtual Education 
 
Date:  October 8, 2007 
 
Re:  MoVIP and Special Education 
 
MoVIP began offering online instruction in mid-August.  About 2,000 students are now 
taking one or more classes through MoVIP.  Some of those students have special needs, 
and we have received questions about the relationship between MoVIP and special 
education.   
 
Attached is a short “Q & A” document that addresses the basic issues.  If you or your 
special education director has other or more specific questions, please contact MoVIP at 
573-526-4219.  A more comprehensive Q & A document is available online and will be 
expanded as needed.   
 
REMEMBER:   Parents who enroll their children in MoVIP have a choice.  They may 
choose to have their child included in the enrollment of the local school district or not.  
When the family enrolls in MoVIP, the parent must check a box on the MoVIP 
enrollment form to indicate their choice.  If the parent/guardian chooses to include their 
child with a disability in the local school district’s enrollment, the district is eligible to 
receive 15% of the state aid that the child would ordinarily generate for the district.  The 
district is responsible for developing that child’s IEP and for working with MoVIP to 
provide accommodations needed to enable the student to take on line courses.  Any other 
services needed by the student (such as speech therapy or occupational therapy) would be 
provided by the district.  
 
If the parents choose NOT to enroll their child in the school district when they enroll in 
MoVIP, the child will be a private/nonpublic school student.  In this case, the child is not 
entitled to individualized special education or related services and no IEP is needed.  The 
student may or may not be eligible for services through the districts proportionate share 
distribution for private school students. 
 



 
 

Questions & Answers about 
Virtual Learning (MoVIP) and Special Education 

 
As authorized by state law (Section 161.670, RSMo.), Missouri has begun a state-
sponsored program known as the Missouri Virtual Instruction Program (MoVIP).  It 
began operating in August 2007.  This document addresses basic questions concerning 
the participation of children with disabilities in MoVIP courses.   
 
May a child with a disability enroll in MoVIP? 
Yes.  If a student is enrolled in a public school district (either full- or part-time) and is 
taking MoVIP classes, the school district’s IEP team must determine that virtual 
education is appropriate for the child.  The school district is required to provide a free, 
appropriate public education, as required by federal law (IDEA), for eligible students 
who also take MoVIP classes.        
 
Is MoVIP required to provide special education services to students who 
are enrolled full-time in MoVIP classes? 
No.  The local district is responsible for providing special education services if a child is 
enrolled in a public school and taking MoVIP classes.  Students who are not enrolled in 
the district are not eligible for individualized special education services.  
 
If a parent enrolls a student part-time in a private or home school and part-
time in MoVIP, is the child entitled to special education services from a 
school district? 
No.  If the student has been enrolled in a private or home school, in addition to one or 
more MoVIP courses, the child is a private/nonpublic student.  The district in which the 
private or home school is located is required to identify children with special needs and to 
spend a proportionate share of its federal funding on special education for children 
enrolled in private schools.  Neither MoVIP nor the districts are required to provide an 
individualized educational program for private/nonpublic students.  
 
Who is responsible for developing the IEP? 

• If the student is enrolled in a public school, either full- or part-time and taking 
MoVIP classes, the school district is responsible for the IEP.   

• No IEP is needed if the student is: (1) enrolled full-time in MoVIP and not 
enrolled in a public school; or (2) enrolled part-time in MoVIP and part-time in a 
private school or home school.   

 
Does MoVIP have to comply with special education law? 
Yes, but only if the student is enrolled in a public school. MoVIP must provide 
modifications and accommodations for the online course work to implement the student’s 
IEP. 
 
 



Is MoVIP a school district? 
No.  MoVIP is a publicly funded educational program, but it is not a “school district.” 
 
Is MoVIP subject to state review under the Missouri School Improvement 
Program (MSIP)? 
Yes.   
 
Is MoVIP subject to compliance reviews under federal special education 
law, the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)? 
No.   
 
Can a special education due process complaint be filed against MoVIP? 
No. 
   
Who provides special education or related services for a student who is 
enrolled full-time in MoVIP while being enrolled in a public school? 
Since MoVIP is a virtual service, it does not offer or provide direct, personal contact with 
students.  Students who are enrolled in a public school would receive their related 
services through their school district.  Students who are not enrolled in a public school 
are not entitled to related services but may be able to receive some under the 
“proportionate share” requirement of IDEA.  
 
How much of the IEP should be provided to MoVIP? 
At a minimum, the district should provide the information that MoVIP needs to provide 
the modifications and accommodations to the virtual education program.  
 
If an IEP team determines that virtual courses are appropriate, is a student 
with special needs guaranteed a free spot in MoVIP? 
Yes.  If no state-funded slot is available for the student, the school district must pay the 
tuition cost. 
 
For purposes of completing the IEP form, is MoVIP considered a 
“general/regular classroom” in determining the percentage of time that a 
student is in or removed from the regular classroom? 
Yes.  
 
For more information, please contact:   
 
MoVIP 
DESE 
P.O. Box 480 
Jefferson City, MO  65102 
573-526-4219 
Fax 573-526-6898 
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